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The Last Words of Christ on the Cross 
March 25, 2018 

FBC - DL 

Introduction: 
Last words are often remembered.  I recall the last words I had with my Father; several 

conversations with individuals in the hospital as a pastor as they approached death.  

-Believers often recall the final words of the Lord on the cross during Holy Week.  "The 

seven last words" of Christ are not just any seven words; nor are they just words; they are 

phrases packed with meaning and importance (impossible to grasp).  Let's look at them as 

a way of focusing upon the Lord and His sacrifice for our sins during this Holy Week. 

-No gospel writer records all of the sayings, but each records some of them.  Matthew 

and Mark have one; Luke and John have three.  They are: 

1. "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing."   

 Lk. 23:34 

2. "Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise."  Lk. 23:43 

3. "Woman, behold your son."  Then He said to the disciple, "Behold your 

mother!"  John 19:26-27 

4. "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?"  Mt. 27:46; Mk. 15:34 

5. "I Thirst."  John 19:28 

6. "It is finished!"  John 19:30 

7. "Father, into Thy hands I commit My spirit."  Lk. 23:46.  Note: 

Order - of those addressed: The first, fourth (central), and seventh are addressed to God; 

the first and seventh as "Father", and the fourth as "God."  The first three relate to others 

nearby, and the last four relate to Himself.  Note: Christ's consideration even in His death 

was for others first. 

Time - We sometimes overlook that fact Jesus was on the cross for six hours. Mark's 

gospel gives us the time notations of the crucifixion.  The "third hour" (Mark 15:25) was 

9:00 am (a new day beginning at 6 am); the "sixth hour" then was noon (Mark 15:33); 

and the "ninth hour" was 3:00 pm (Mark 15:33). 

-These six hours can be divided into two periods of three hours each. The first three 

sayings were uttered in the first three hours, in daylight; and the last four sayings in the 

last three hours, in darkness (Luke 23:44).  Darkness at noon is very unusual; eerie, 

scary as last year's total eclipse of the sun illustrated.  As darkness fell last year during 

the eclipse it had an emotional impact on those who saw it. 

-It is even more significant because the last four sayings in darkness are dominated by 

the idea of Atonement. 

Roots -All of these sayings; some directly and others inferentially, have their roots in the 

OT Scriptures.  His mind was on the Word. In these hours of agony Jesus expressed His 

deepest thoughts and feelings in words written long centuries before in God's Word. (Is. 

53:12; Ex. 20:12; Ps. 22:1; Ps. 69:21;Ps. 22:31; Ps. 31:5) 

Analysis of the Sayings - These sayings can be variously arranged.  The first three are 

characterized by thoughtfulness; the fourth and fifth by travail; and the sixth and seventh 

by triumph.  

I. Christ's Thoughtfulness 
 -In the first 3 sayings, three parties are in view: His enemies; a repentant sinner; 

and His Mother.  For the first, He offers a prayer; to the second He gives a 

promise; and for the third He makes a provision.  In the first we see Him as 

Intercessor, then as Rewarder; and in the third, as Sympathizer. 

A. Toward His Enemies - A Prayer (The Intercessor)   
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"Father, forgive them..."  Lk. 23:34 

-His first and last sayings were addressed to His "Father" in prayer.  It is 

probable that this saying was uttered as Jesus was being put on the cross. 

(So easily I say those words: imagine being thrown onto the cross and 

having spikes driven through your wrists and feet...and interceding... 

By "they do not know what they are doing," is meant; they do not know 

Whom it is that they are crucifying.  (The soldiers were doing their job). 

When we offend someone, the Scripture tells us to seek their forgiveness.  

But what do we do when someone offends us and doesn't ask our 

forgiveness? Do we get angry?  The Lord certainly could have. He could 

have called down 50K angels to pulverize His enemies. They should have 

asked His forgiveness!  What did Jesus do? He prayed to the Father to 

forgive them and left the results with God.  (I Peter 2:21-25  Who 

committed no sin; when reviled He didn't revile in return, while suffering 

he uttered no threats but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges 

righteously ) also II Chron. 20:12 (No power, no knowledge; eyes upon 

YOU.) 

B. Toward a Repentant Sinner - A Promise (The Rewarder) 

"Today you shall be with me in paradise."  Lk. 23:43 

-What Jesus declared was a promise that He and the penitent sinner would 

be in Paradise that day, in a few hours' time. This must have brought 

comfort to Jesus' mother and other of His friends. 

-The promise implies the continuance of consciousness after death.  If the 

dead are unconscious, Jesus promise would have been empty of no 

consolation. 

-The repentant thief was promised to be in Paradise the day of his death, 

and paradise was in the presence of the Lord "with Me." (II Cor. 4:8) 

-Appl. - You know I have made plenty of excuses for not sharing Christ; 

but never cuz I was being crucified!  Jesus is evangelizing on the CROSS!  

C. Toward His Family - A Provision (The Sympathizer) 

"Woman, behold, your son."  John 19:25-27 

-For His mother, He made a provision.  No disrespect is attached to the 

calling of His mother, "Woman."  Had He called her "mother" He would 

have exposed her to the mockery or persecution of His enemies.  Mary 

was committed to the care of John, the beloved disciple, seeing that His 

brothers and sisters were in Galilee and yet unbelievers. 

John 19:27 records that "from that hour the disciple took her into his own 

household." 

There is an observable narrowing of the circle of interest; the forgiveness 

of the enemies; then the repentant thief; and third on His mother and John, 

those who are nearest and dearest to Him. NOTE: Jesus is in excruciating 

pain; yet is concerned about others!  Can we even grasp this? 
Noon - 3 PM - 3 Hours of Darkness 

Jesus is Silent  (Mk. 15:34...and at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice..." 

2 Cor. 5:21 
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II. Christ's Travail 
Christ's Travail  - Here, in the fourth and fifth sayings; His mental and His 

physical anguish are seen revealing His Divine and Human natures.  

A. Christ's Spiritual Anguish - His Divine Nature Revealed- 

"My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?"  Mt. 27:46; Mark 15:34 

This is the central of the seven sayings and is the very heart of Christ's 

redemptive work.  It is the only saying given by two of the gospels.  It is 

the first to be uttered in the darkness of the second three hours (noon - 

Matt. 27:45) This was not an eclipse of the sun, for the Passover was 

celebrated at the time of full moon, when the moon is opposite to the sun. 

-Only this and the final saying were uttered in a loud voice. 

-In this hour Christ was bearing sins' penalty of the whole world as God 

"laid on Him the iniquity of us all." The infinite Son of God was bearing 

infinitely the penalty of separation from God for the sins of you, and 

me, and the world! 

-Though Jesus did not call God, "Father," in this cry, He did say, "My 

God," confident that in this most awful experience God was still His. 

B. Christ's Physical Anguish - His Human Nature Revealed 

"I thirst."  John 19:29 

-Ironic isn't it, that Jesus; ended his ministry thirsting.  He who was the 

Rock by which Israel was refreshed with water (I Cor. 10:4), and He who 

turned water into wine (John 2), now thirsts.   

  -He who promised Living Water to the Samaritan Woman is now   

  parched.  John 4:10-11.  He who promised believers rivers of living  

  water flowing from their innermost being; was helpless to quench His  

  own thirst.  John 7:38 

He, when once before was thirsty, asked for water of a Samaritan woman 

(John 4:7), now, at the hands of His enemies, receives vinegar.   

- This was His last suffering and was a fulfillment of Scripture (Ps. 69:21) 

-Perhaps this is why John in Revelation stresses of all things that in 

heaven: "They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; for the lamb 

in the center of the throne shall be their shepherd, and shall guide them to 

springs of the water of life; and God shall wipe every tear from their 

eyes." Rev. 7:16-17 

III. Christ's Triumph 
Christ's Triumph - In the sixth and seventh sayings the victory of the cross is 

proclaimed.  The sixth tells of Christ's triumph relative to the past.  It was not, 

as the Jews supposed, that Christ was finished, but that the work He came to do 

was finished; the will of God had been perfectly done; man's redemption was 

now complete; salvation could now be offered to all, and already a sinner dying 

by Jesus side had embraced it. 

A. Relative to the Past - Redemption Accomplished 

"It is finished!" John 19:30 Jesus said, "My meat is to do the will of Him 

that sent Me, and to finish His work"(John 4:34).  He spoke of the "works 

that the Father had given Him to finish" (John 5:36).  In prayer He said, "I 

have finished the work Thou gave Me to do."  (John 19:28).  So at last He 

could say, "It is finished." 

-All that the law required; all that prophecy forecast; all that the types 

foreshadowed; all that the promises proclaimed, all was finished!  
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-"It is finished."  That word, te te les tai was used in everyday life: 

-A servant to say he had completed the task of his master.  Jesus used it 

this way in John 17:4  "I have completed the work assigned to me." 

-A priest upon examining an animal for sacrifice and finding it faultless 

would apply this word.  Jesus, of course, is the perfect Lamb of God, 

without spot or blemish.  (I Pet. 1:19) 

-When an artist completed a picture, or a writer a MSS, he would say, "it 

is finished."  Jesus on the cross, completed the picture that God had been 

painting, the story that God had been writing, for centuries.  Because of 

His death we understand the ceremonies and prophecies of the OT. 

-But, perhaps most meaningful, was the merchant's use of "it is finished."  

It meant, "The debt is paid in full!" (final payment) When Jesus gave 

Himself on the cross, He fully met the righteous demands of a holy law; 

He paid our debt in full.  None of the OT sacrifices could do anything but 

cover our sin.  But the Lamb of God shed His blood, and that blood "can 

take away the sins of the world."  (John 1:29, Heb. 9:24-28) 

B. Relative to the Future - Relationship Assured 

"Father, into Thy hands I commit My spirit."  Lk. 23:46 

-The seventh saying is one of restful yielding of Himself in death to His 

Father.  Again Jesus calls God, His "Father" and reveals the voluntary 

nature of His death and something else about death: 

-He asserts that the soul will exist apart form the body, in the hands of 

God.  Jesus' death was tranquil and triumphant.  He ended His ministry 

even as it began with Scripture on His lips.  (Ps. 31:5, Matt. 4:4,7, 10) 

Luke's Three Recorded Responses: 
1. Centurion - Luke 23:47, Mark 15:39  "Certainly this man was innocent." 

"Truly this man was the Son of God." 

2. Crowd - Luke 23:48 "And all the multitudes who came together for this 

spectacle, when they observed what had happened, began to return, 

beating their breasts." 

3. Friends, including the women - Luke 23:49 (Luke 8:1-3, 24:22) "And all 

His acquaintances and the women who accompanied Him from Galilee, 

were standing at a distance, seeing these things." 

Conclusion: IT IS FINISHED !!!  There once was a rather eccentric evangelist named 

Alexander Wooten, who was approached by a flippant young man who asked, "What 

must I do to be saved?"  "It's too late!"  Wooten replied, and went about his work.  The 

young man became alarmed.  "Do you mean that it's too late for me to be saved?" he 

asked.  "Is there nothing I can do?"  "Too late!" said Wooten.  "It's already been done!  

The only thing you can do is believe it." 

 -It is finished, the work is done, 

All complete, through the only Son. 

-I cannot add or make it better, 

Many try, and add but fetters. 

-It is finished, no more to do, 

Jesus died and rose for you. 

-What is left but to receive? 

And in the Christ, but to believe.   

Closing Prayer - Gospel invitation 
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Assignment for Holy Week - 2018 

 

1. "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing."  Lk. 23:34 

 -How hard must it have been for Jesus to ask forgiveness for what had happened 

 in the mockery of the trials and the cruelty on the cross?  He wasn't angry... 

 -Can you imagine your reaction?  What does that reveal about the Savior's heart? 

 -Is there anyone who would say of you, "You never forgave me?"  Or is there 

 anyone whom you have never forgiven?  Read I Peter 2:19-23. 

 

2. "Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise."  Lk. 23:43 

 -This "death bed conversion" is the only one I know of in Scripture.  "Only one 

 that no one should presume; only one that no one should despair." 

 -Is there someone you can pray for who needs to receive the Lord as their Savior? 

 

3. "Woman, behold your son."  Then He said to the disciple, "Behold your mother!" 

   John 19:26-27 

 -Ever wonder where Joseph was...or the others in the family?   

 -John was a friend, not family of Jesus.  What can we do as a church/individuals 

 to show our love to the aged in our church family?  There were no "Assisted 

 Living or Nursing Homes" in Jesus' day who cared primarily for the physical 

 needs of the elderly.  Should we care spiritually for the church's aged?  

 -Think about how you would like to spend your remaining time on the earth. 

 

4. "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?"  Mt. 27:46; Mk. 15:34 

 -Read John 1:1.  Why did Jesus have to die anyway?  Couldn't God just have 

 given a pardon for sinners without Jesus dying?  Why was Jesus death necessary?  

 What does that reveal about God?  About sin? 

 

5. "I Thirst."  John 19:28 

 -Read John 4:7-8; 7:38; Rev.7:16-17.  Think about the irony.   

 -A body on the cross would tend to slump from the stress on the joints and pain in 

 the wrists and arms. Only by pushing up from legs impaled with spikes though the 

 feet could Jesus get breath.  A tremendous amount of energy would be 

 expended and a great thirst would result.  Though it repels us; think about what 

 it must have been like to suffer a death like that; think about what it must have 

 been like even to watch! 

 -Read Luke 23:48... does awful scene explain the crowd's reaction? 

 

6. "It is finished!"  John 19:30 

 -What do we want to "add" to the finished work of Christ?  What do we have to 

 do to receive the finished work of Christ?  Isn't that "easy believism"?  But is 

 believing in Christ really easy? 

 

7. "Father, into Thy hands I commit My spirit."  Lk. 23:46 

 -Looking at these 7 sayings what can we learn about the Lord; about salvation; 

 about life after death? 


