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Examining our Hearts- Jehoshaphat's Prayer 
II Chronicles 20:1-30 

First Baptist - DL - March 11, 2018 
Introduction:  
-I have asked the Deacons for permission to delay our Communion Service from 
today till later. 
-I would like to use this passage to prepare our hearts for that service and we need 
more time to do that than having communion at the end of the service.   
-We have been looking at the prayer of Jehoshaphat, King of Judah, when the 
Ammonites and Moabites struck him with fear at the impending invasion. 
-His prayer in the time of worry/fear/anxiety is a model for us in such times. 
-The prayer centers around three questions he asks of God. 
 
I.  Jehoshaphat's first question - "Are You not?"  II Chron. 20:6 
-Are you not our personal, sovereign, all-powerful God in the heavens? 
-We saw a principle that what we believe about God has a direct impact on how we 
handle fear.   
-We need to focus upon God's attributes, perfections when we are afraid. 
 
II.  Jehoshaphat's second question - "Did You not?"  II Chron. 20:7-11 
-"Did you not" drive out the inhabitants of the land before Israel and give that land 
to the descendants of Abraham, your friend, forever?" 
-And we lived in the land and built a sanctuary to your name so in our times of 
distress we could stand before this house and cry to thee and you will hear/deliver. 
-Now the Ammonites and Moabites, whom we spared when we came into the 
Promised Land, are rewarding us by threatening to drive us out from "your 
possession, which you have given us as an inheritance."  
-Jehoshaphat had some "Did You not?" moments in the past that reminded him of 
God's faithfulness and encouraged him in his time of fear. 
-Do you have some "Did You not?" moments?  Write them down.  Remember/share. 
Second principle: Only when our God is big enough can our worries/fears be erased 
and replaced with peace. That brings us to Jehoshaphat's third question: 
 
III.  Jehoshaphat's third question - "Will You not?"  Vs. 12-13   
-Finally after the 'Are You Not' and 'Did You Not' questions we come to his request. 
He has focused on God's attributes and His Actions and now he turns to a request. 
-"O our God, will You not judge them?"  O our God, will you not judge the Ammonites 
and Moabites who rewarded our kindness by their imminent invasion! 
-Notice the rest of the verse. It is a powerful expression of dependence on God: 
"For we are powerless before this great multitude who are coming against us, nor do 
we know what to do, but our eyes are upon You."  vs. 12 
 
-We are powerless and we do not know what to do!  It is a pathetic place for anyone, 
especially a king to be...Ever been there? I don't have the strength or the wisdom to 
know what to do.  It is not only a pathetic place to be, but it is the perfect place God 
wants us to be.  (Maybe that is how you are feeling about the church right now). 
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-Take our eyes off of others ("great multitude"); off our circumstances ("who are 
coming against us"); and off ourselves ("we are powerless, and do not know what to 
do"); and place our eyes on Thee!  (Vengeance belongs to the Lord.)  
-Isn't placing Judah's eyes on God precisely what those first two questions of 
Jehoshaphat's prayer were about?  Are You not? -focused upon God's attributes; Did 
You not? -focused upon God's actions.  
-And here is a third principle of this passage: In times of fear we need to focus upon 
God's attributes and actions not on others, not on our circumstances, not especially on 
ourselves; but place our eyes on our God! 
-What happened next is the dramatic conclusion to Jehoshaphat's prayer -  
 
IV. Judah's promise from the Lord (thru Jahaziel - "God sees") vss. 14-17 
-The word of the Lord came to Jahaziel, who was a "priest" who delivered a 
"prophetic" message to Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the King.  God used a 
priest named Jahaziel to let Judah know that "God sees" and has not forsaken His 
people: 
"Listen": 
 A.  Do not fear or be dismayed for the battle is not yours, but God's! 
 B.  Go down against them...you need not fight...stand and see the salvation 
 of the Lord! 
 C.  Do not fear or be dismayed; go out to face them for the Lord is with you! 
-Wow!  Principle four: In times of fear... rest in God's promises: do not fear or be 
dismayed 2X; you need not fight for the battle is not yours but God's, for the Lord is 
with you; stand and see the salvation of the Lord! 
-Contrast this with the fear and panic of the King and his people in vss 3-4. 
 
V.  Judah's response - vss. 18-19 
-The King bowed his head with his face to the ground and all Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down before the Lord, worshiping the Lord! 18 
-And the priests stood up to praise the Lord God of Israel with a very loud voice! 
vs. 19. 
 
VI. Jehoshaphat's lesson learned - vs. 20 
-The King was a fast learner; and he shared what he had just learned with his people 
from the assurance he received from the priest/prophet Jahaziel:  "Listen to me:" 
 A.  Put your trust in the Lord your God and you will be established. 
 B.  Put your trust in His prophets and succeed. 
-Another couple of powerful principles from this passage when faced with fear.  
Where do we place our trust in times of fear and anxiety?  Put your trust in the Lord, 
your God, and in His Word!  
What follows is the story of how God, not Jehoshaphat, not Judah, defeated the 
Ammonites and Moabites.  You can read the details but here is a summary. 
 
VII. Jehovah's Triumph over the Ammonites and Moabites - vss 21-30 
-Here is the Lord's strategy for defeating the enemies.  Quite unconventional! 
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 A.  He placed the choir in their holy attire in front of the army and this is what 
 they sang: "Give thanks to the Lord, for His loving kindness is everlasting." 
 B.  When they began singing the Lord set ambushes against the enemy so 
 they were routed and helped to destroy one another. 
 C.  From the lookout all Judah saw were corpses and it took three days to take 
 the spoil. 
 D.  They blessed the Lord and returned to Jerusalem with the sound of joy 
 amid many musical instruments. 
 E.  The dread of God was over all their neighbors and Judah was at peace for 
 God gave them rest on all sides. 
What a great story but if that is all that it is, then we miss the point that: "All 
Scripture is inspired of God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every 
good work."  II Tim. 3:16 
-What can we learn from this third lesson from the King's prayer? 
Applications:  -As I studied this passage certain words kept showing up... words 
related to our physical being/senses.  So I want to use them as a means of applying 
this passage to prepare to take communion at a later time.  Let's use this to examine 
your heart as I do mine. 
 
1.  Are our "eyes" on the Lord?  READ vs. 12 "Our eyes are on Thee!" 
-In the struggles of this last year it is easy to take our eyes off the Lord... and on to 
others ("great multitude"); our circumstances ("who are coming against us"); or 
onto ourselves ("powerless and do not know what to do"). 
-We get locked in on thoughts that won't let our minds rest; on things we said or 
others said to us; or what wasn't said; or on who is right and who is wrong. 
-And we need to realize that there are some things we are powerless over and don't 
know what to do. 
-That is where we need to be... where God wants us to be.  Is that where you are? 
-The King's first two questions were designed to get our eyes on God (Are you not?  
Did you not?).  On to God's attributes and actions.  Where are your eyes today? 
2.  Are your "ears" tuned in to hear the Lord's Word?   The priest/prophet said to 
Judah: "Listen; do not fear or be dismayed (2X) for the battle is not yours, but God's, 
stand and see the salvation of the Lord, for the Lord is with you."  vss 15-17 
-And as you listen to the Lord, what is He saying to you?   
-Perhaps we need to have "ears to hear" that the battle for First Baptist Church is 
not ours, but the Lord's.  This is not "our" church; it belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ.  
And He died to make it possible and He lives as our Head to love, counsel, direct and 
grow what is His, not ours.  Our God is not only with us, He is near, for, and in us! 
 -Perhaps you may need to have "ears to hear" that you ought to seek or give 
forgiveness: "For the Lord is with you!." And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you."Eph. 4:32; Col.3:13  
-Perhaps you may need to have ears to hear that you need to control your tongue: 
"Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good 
for edification according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to those 



 4 

who hear."  Eph. 4:9 "Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned, as it were, with 
salt, so that you may know how you should respond to each person."  Col. 4:6 
-Are your ears tuned in to hear the Lord in His Word?  REVIEW verse above. 
3.  Are your "hearts" trusting God and His Word?  vss. 20. 
-The King said "Listen to me:" Put your trust in the Lord your God and you will be 
established.  Put your trust in His prophets and succeed."   
-We may be listening; but do we really trust Him and what He is saying?  We want 
often to fix only what He is able to do.  We are trusting ourselves, our bank acct. 
-If we have our eyes on the Lord, our ears tuned in to His Word, and our hearts 
trusting what He is saying in His word... and I have done what He asked of me; I 
need to release my fears and trust Him...and: 
-Let the Lord do His work...let Him work in your life first and leave the results in 
another's life with Him.  Can I trust Him to work not only in my life but also in 
someone else's life?  We are powerless and do not know what to do to change 
someone else.  (Many a spouse has spent their entire married life trying to fix what 
only God can do).  Let God work in your life and let Him work as only He can do in 
another's life.  That is what will make your Christian life EXCITING! 
4.  Are your "lips" full of worship (worth to God); praise, song, and 
thanksgiving for His everlasting loving-kindness? 
-That is what described the King and Judah as they responded to the Lord.  But I can 
tell you from experience, that if our lips aren't overflowing with praise, worship, 
song, and thanksgiving, guess where the problem is.  It is with us! 
-Praise, worship, song and thanksgiving are a reflection of the condition of my heart 
-I don't feel like singing when I am not right with the Lord; or not right with a 
brother or sister, my spouse, or my children. 
-Have you done what the Lord is asking you to do?  If you have you can leave the 
results with Him and know your heart is right with the Lord and He will put a song 
back on your lips. 
Conclusion:  So there is our assignment (REVIEW). 
-You can walk away from here with a wide yawn and say: "Just another sermon." 
-Or you can use this week to begin the spiritual examination of your eyes, ears, lips 
and hearts.  It may take more than a week... but begin. 
Start by taking a long honest look at your own self...where are your eyes focused? 
-Are your ears open to what the Lord is saying to you in His word? 
-In whom/what is your heart trusting - the Lord, His Word?  Or do you trust yourself 
and your own plans and schemes? 
-What are your lips telling you?  Is worship, or praise, or singing, or thanksgiving 
difficult because you know there are things that aren't right with the Lord or His 
family?  Or is your heart full of praise because you are right with the Lord/ others? 
-In a few short weeks we will be celebrating Easter.  Let's use this time to prepare to 
celebrate the Lord's resurrection with clear eyesight, keen hearing, a clean heart, 
and lips full of worship, song, praise, and thanksgiving for His victory over death and 
the grave and for giving us New Life in Him. 


